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.. > for the employee to be employed in the capacity of a consultant by the. 

‘. *° Radiation Laboratory. He stated that the employee impressed him considerably 
concerning his loyalty to the United States. He said that to the best of his 
knowledge, the employee and his wife are of good character, associates and 
‘loyal citizens. 


DR. EDWARD TELLER, Consultant, Radiation Laboratory, advised that , 
he has known JOHN VON NEWMANN since 1925, He said that VON NEWMANN was born 
in Budapest, Hungary, and that he knew him in Germany, England and the United | 
States, and that he worked with him at Los Alamos, New Mexico in 1943. DR. 
TELLER related that VON NEYMANN is a genius of a scientist and that he has made : 
some great contributions to science. He said that VON NEWMANN is acutely aware 
of the great danger of the Bus3ieaz piars for world domina‘iion, and DR. TELLER 
proclaimed that VON NEWMANN is definitely "Anti-Russian." 


DR. TELLER went on to relate that he considered VON NEWMANN to be 
a person of good character, and that his associates were of good choice. He 
added that in lieu of the fact that VON NEWMANN is such a brilliant person 
and scientist that his work brings him in contact with a wide variety of 
jndividuals and that undoubtedly he has had contact with some individuals 
who are sympathetic to Commnist causes, but he felt that he was not closely 
associated with any such individuals. He reiterated that he believed that 
VON NEWMANN was positively loyal to the United States in all respects and that 
he is a person who can keep a secret and be discreet in his conversations 
relative to security matters. 


‘DR. TELLER continued that he has been acquainted with VON NEVWMANN's 
wife, KLARA, since approximately 1945, and although he is not well acquainted 
.. with her, she has never given him any reason to cause doubt concerning her 
character, loyalty, and associates. 


GREDIT AND CRIMINAL 


eo The files of the Livermore Police Department and the Credit Bureau 
-. of Livermore Valley did not contain any record or unfavorable information con- 
cerning the employee. : 


The files of th@fberkeley Police Department and Credit Bureau of..., 
the Greater East Bay, as checked by 5 did not contain any 
record or unfavorable information concerning the employee. LL? 

Reliable confidential informants familiar with certain phases of 


Un-American activities in the San Francisco Bay Area have advised that VON 
NEWMANN is unknown to them and that they have no information concerning him. 
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a tt : t’ ad 
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. ‘Sa. ; 


| ‘EMPLOYMENTS | 
Es : ‘The oliowing cauetiek ial was enacted by SA oe 
at the rama enerey Commission: oe 4 
J 2 ) “= eet a: “RRYN ash: {: : ef, “P SS Sonnew seake : = is ; 
; g Section. Ni cepcropey ‘Area nance re Operetions Office, ieited 
States AEC, advised that the employee's security file is 
, 4 located at the AEC, New York City. = | 
. oe Mrs. GOLDIE HIGGINS, posveniendank3 ‘lerk,. Personnel 
| Operations, U. S. AEC, made aveilable the employee's official. 
‘| =: personnel file which reflected that he received a presidential 


appointment as a member of the General Advisory Committee to 

the AEC on February 27, 1952. This appointment will expire 
. in August, 195. The file contained no additional or | pertinent 
oor oee rane informations ©. ee | 


oe — following tnveatdgstion WAS + conducted by SA 


we ate Sag Sg “I Pee os 


coe. gitnony AZRQRPE jammntavcetive Aesistent, General » 
Advisory Committee to the AEC, advised that he has imown the 


employee since February, 19 and has had six or eight Pe i: 
~sonal contacts per yoay' with “ban during meetings of the . 
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General Advisory Committee, Washington, D. C. He stated 

that on the basis of acquaintanceship with the employee, 

he considers him to be of good character and reputation... 

. Mr. TOMEI added thet he has no reason to question the em- — 
ployee's loyalty or choice of associates. He further advised 
‘that he knows of no other persons, on the General Advisory © 
Committee, who are pecetoe Senay hn i D. eee: that =. 
a ee the employee. Ben oe Boy . 


ws. - aoe oe 


| The Policies elias 3 was onaac ued a SA 
ae at the eee Saree oe 


oS sas end wanoud Saracnal clerk, ‘furnished the 
eretile of the employee which reflected the on, 
information: ea as 2 fie tees Tt et 


we . . d 
f-5 oe Cod 7 vente fee i . = we Bae stad aere, ie oe or er ote a 
ae 3 men oe 2 oiue7 ste a 


ee » Ee “wag 
' -(Porty dollars”per”diem): on* July 1, 1947, in the Mechanics’ 
Division Research Department, Naval Ordnance Laboratory. — 


He was re-appointed to this position on July 1, 198, and t, 
July 1, 1919. On July 1,,1950, he was re-appointed as a ~~ i: 


Consultant in the Aeroballistics Research Department. On 
July l, 1951, he was reésappointed at Fifty dollars per dien.. 
»He- received. re-appointmentsto the same position July 1, ==: 
1952, and July 1731 SFMT birth data was reflected.as 
December 28, 1903, B Bud apest, Hungary, and the file contained ae 
;ane additional pertinent ‘or derogatory. information. 7" 


“DANIEL C. ‘SHANKS, ‘Acting ‘Chief, Applied Mathematics 
ae advised that the employee was an eminent Mathe- «= 
matician available for consultation, but who as a matter of. 

” practice, was seldom called. He stated that the only-time © 


he recalled the employee being at the Naval Ordnance Laboratory | 


was two or three years ago, at which time he gave a lecture. 
He added that to the best of his knowledge, no one at. the . 
eens eh personally Pogueantes. with the employee... 


‘The following ‘persons advised that they were not 
eimai acquainted with the employee, and that they knew. 
him by reputation only. They stated that they were aware. 


of nothing derogatory concerning his se aia cna ‘Bssociates — 


or Loyalty. >. aia ee a, 7 ee . = 
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BENJIMIN F. .CHEYDLEUR, Applied Mathematics Division. 
HUBERT H. EVINGER, Physics Research Department. 


Dr. HERMANN H. KURZWEG,. , Chief, Aeroballistics 
Ronoereh Peper tment. 


ing tnvestige tion was conducted vy SA 


~ARDELLA HOLLOWAY, “Civilien eas ‘Office avenue 


February. 28, 199, Excepted “ap) ointment, thirty - 

days not to exceed June 30, 1949, Expert, Research 
and Develapment Board, (hereafter referred to as 

R & DB) Committee on Atomic ae ‘gala refer- 
red to as CAE). ee . 


™ 


july 1, 1949, exOSpLOd mse siacnaid thirty \ acy a 
NTE June 30, 1950, Expert, R & DB, CAE. a 


“July 1, 1950, Excepted appointment, thirty days 
NTE June 30, 1951, Expert, R & DB, CAE. | 


January 17, 1951, Excepted éppointnent: Seiad | 
days, NTE June 30, 1951, Consultant, Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Weapons Systems Evaluation Group. = 


July 1, 1951, Excepted appointment thirty days 
NTE June 30, 1952, Consultent, JCS, WSEG. 


July 1, 1951, Excepted ‘appointment thirty eye 7 
_ NTE June 30, 1952, Expert, R & DB, CAE. | a 


July 1, 1952, Excepted appointment (intermittent) 
NTE June 30, 1953, Expert, R& DB, CAE. 


“NTE Jane 30, 1953, Consultent, JCS, WSEG. ©: 


July i; 1953, Excepted ‘appointment (Intermittent) 
NTE June 30, 1954, Expert, Office oe of | 
Defense, Project No. 1500. *:- -. 


July 1, 1953, Excepted sopeintaeay iukewtitend’ 
NTE June 30, 195h, Consultant, ort ece erin of 
Defense, ore No. _ 0. = 


ne Sp 


¢ 
aval, 


aan 


of Defense produced the employee's personnel file which reflected: | 


July 1, 1952, Excepted eppotntment. (Intermittent) | _ 
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The file contained no additional pertinent or , 
derogatory information. , 


Miss GLORIA WISER, Civilian Personnel, AFSWP pro- 
duced employee's personnel file which reflected: 


February 13, 1950, Excepted appointment NTE June 30, 
1950, (90 days). —_ | 


July 1, 1950, Extension excepted appointment NTE 
Jane 30, 1951, {90 days) same capacity. 


ts | July 1, 1951, Extension NTE June 30, 1952, (90 days), 
same capacity. _ - 


we peer wee 


July 1, 1952, Extension NTE June 30, 1953 (90 days), 
same capacity. os 


” iaiheres fs ahorg ‘, 
jee ods i, i ae be 


“4 | | 
“3 July 1, 1953, Extension NTE June 30, 195) (90 days), 
oa same capacity _ 
The file reflected no additional pertinent or deroga- 
tory information. | 
— Major RICHARD SCHULER, CAE, Special Assistant Sec- 


retary on Research and Development, Office Secretary of Defense, 

“4 (formerly the Research and Development Board), advised that 

( he knows the employee as a Consultant with the CAE, but he 
feels he is not sufficiently acquainted with him to comment. 
on his reputation, character, associates or loyalty. % 


ae He stated that Mr. J. C. STARKS, the head of the 

yy committee, has never to his knowledge met the employee and he 
could suggest no one with Research and Development who would 
know the employee other than by reputation. “— , 


Colonel BRUCE D. JONES, Armed Forces, Special Weapons 
Project, advised that the employee periodically headed a panel? 
at the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project. He stated that he 
has had approximately four contacts with the employee in an 
official capacity and although he could not specifically comment 
regarding his reputation, character, loyalty or associates, 
nothing had ever come to his attention of a derogatory nature 
concerning him. 
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ae Dr. GEORGE WELSH, Weapons Systems Evaluations 
. - Group, Joint Chiefs of Staff, advised that he knew the em- 
'. . ployee by reputation and to a very slight extent socially. 
4 He added that he did not feel qualified to give an opinion 
concerning the employee's reputation, character, associates 
: or loyalty, on the basis of his knowledge of him. He com-- ~~~. 
| mented, however, that nothing whatever of a derogatory nature, — 
= concerning ue employee's had ever come to ae Ree hisaae 
| ee “CREDIT “AND. CRIMINAL” 


7 The following sabia a contain | no record of the ec. 
aia nee or his wifes... rs 


: ~ cog TEs os ; 
og Ee 


bo eae. St 1S “Deaes. Credit. ee i ee ee soe 
, ge wl. SB ERopolatan Police oie ao pe 


> Tale States Park “police. 


wd 


MISCELLANEOUS: | 


The records of the Siuidsietons Division, Civil 
Service Commission, reflect that a record check and inquiry . 
of the employee for the position of Professor of Mathematics, 
; Department of Army, was processed under Executive Order No. 
9835, on October 31, 1949. Wo question of loyalty or his 
suitability was disclosed and the investigations eee no 
icaecmabe tosis bait ear or. derogatory See ent 


etermined that inane. was 
on einai iaied ochre ies cewa! ee Sa ae 


ras. advised thet ‘there was no: 


- ee ye 


bie [ nc record for ie a ane at the Passport Office, Department 
i of State. Bee a — ; a : 


a record for the employee or his wife at the House Committes ie ees 
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sninok a check to be ay of the a 
Sstigation, New York City Police ea aig ; 


information concerning the employee oF his family. ~ 


A number of the ‘reliable confidential ‘snformants a0. are ac- 
uainted with certain phases of Commnist activities in the ide oes area advised 
hat they did not know the employee or his family. | 


redit 


ve 


| e accords of the "credit Bureau of Greater New. York, as checked 
‘cont — no snformation concerning the Paper or. his fan-. 
: oe /€e - BIH «SS , a 


eo Sa ee (L8G me ect et ge 
a ers | msed a check to ‘be eae of the cee 
ntained no information concerning the | 
Nassau County Police Department, Min- 
bat he has no oo ee ial , 
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Rerep of SA 
Newark dated 7/20/53 and 8/3/53. 
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dated 9/23/53 at Newark and bulets to 


Rebulet of 8/3/53 refers to Newark File 39-0, Newark letter 


= jee 


: 12/21/42 captioned K SVQN: NEUMANN; - Naturalization Matter. Rebulet requested 
that information contained in Newark letter concerning the German Library of 
Information be reported. A review of Newark files reflects that the soures. 
material for this information wes destroyed’ sw 3/5/x6~ : 
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Form No.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


OMMADE. | B73, Oy 125 LL 7 
9/23/53 “Bi 123 i553 


Som VON ae - SF - 10806 ~ NY 


= Institute for Advanced Study, ~*~ an " “an pth as 7 
: Princeton New J Jers = — (ee: os oo CEYS en , 
eg ROSANA JAPFIN, “gebSEReto the Director, ad 


that Dre VON NEUMANN joined the faculty of the"Institute for Advanced = 
Study in 1933: “and thate he now. enjoys permanenttenure at this institution. 


REG teem 2 


Bey She said he is Diregtor.of their Electronic Computer Project and as gach 
(os handleg-mch confident: ui*data. Mrs. JAFFIN added that VON sc aceiate a 
a. resides at 26 © Westcott cone a Ned, eo 
a — Dre 1 He “COLDSTINE, ise stant ‘Director: “Electronic 


* Computer: Project, Institute for Advanced Study, advised he has know VON 

NEUMANN for the Spa st thirteen years and hag been intimately associated 

with him since 1942. Dre GOLDSTINE characterized VON NEUMANN as being one 

of the most brilliant mathematicians in the world todays He said VON. 

NEUMANN has done considerable research in mathematics and physics at ‘the. 

Institute and that he has made many vital contributions toward-the defense 

efforts of this country. GOLDSTINE said VON NEUMANN's interests are those 

primarily of a scientist and that he had never evidenced = his —— ciate 
any great: interest in oe matterss oe oe eee a | 
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Dre SOLDSTINE described VON NEUMANN as conscientious, 
trustworthy, above reproach morally. and professionally, and of unquestion- 
able loyalty to this country. GOLDSTINE said he knew of no one he could 

/ recommend more highly for a position involving the security of this country. 


| Dr. ATLE SELBERG, Mathematics Department, Institute for . 
Advanced Study, advised he has been acquainted with Dr. VON NEUMANN for 
the past six years and that his opinions of him are very favorable. S#ELBERG 
gaid VON NEUMANN impressed him as being extremely capable, conscientious, 
of good moral habits and associations, and undoubtedly a loyal American 
citizen. SELBERG said on the basis of his association: wita VCN NEUMANN: be. 
would not hesitate to recommend him for a position of trust and confidence. 


Dre DEANE MONTGOMERY, Mathematics Department, Institute for 
Advanced Study, furnished substantially the same information regarding VON | 
NEUMANN as did Dr- SELBERG. a | : a a ee ee 


Mrs. BETTY GORMAN, Secretary to Dre VON NEUMANN, advised she 
hag worked closely with him for the past three years and that all her contacts 
and dealings with him have been most satisfactory. She said Dre VON NEUMANN 
has conducted himself in a manner above reproach and that she had absolutely 
no reason to question his character, loyalty, or associations. 


a 


wd 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


26 Westcott Road 
Princeton, New Jeraey 


Mrs. GEORGE S. HENIRY, 47 Westcott Road, advised that the. 
VON NEUMANNs resided at the above listed address at the time she moved into 
this neighborhood approximately four years agoe She said she is not closely 
associated with them, explaining that nearly everyone residing on Westcott 
Road is connected with Princeton University and that most of the social 
contacts made by them are with their professional associates within the 
University. a = 7 a =o 
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Mrs. HENDRY said that insofar as she knows the VON NEUMANNs - 
enjoy a fine reputation in the Princeton, NeJe, areas kirs. HENDRY said she 
felt she did not know them well enough to be in a position to recommend VON 
NEUMANN for a position of trust, however, she said that she hag never heard — 
anything that would made her question his loyalty to this country; she a 
further stated that she did not believe the VON NEUMANNs were closely associated 
with anyone in the immediate neighborhood as most of their social contacts ~ 
were with people connected with the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 
New Jerseye 
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The following persons residing in this neighborhood, who 
have each knowm the VON NEUMANN family for the past two years, furnished 
substantially the same information regarding them as did Mrs. HENDRY. 


Mrs. A. H. BILL, 2i Weatcott Road 
Mrs. CORDON LEY, 34, Westcott Road 
~ Mrse Jd. He MULLER, 33. Westcott Road 


CREDIT AND POLICE 


Records of the Princeton, Ned. ‘ Police Department contain 
the following arrests for VON NEUMANN: | we &. oe eee a 


Date of Arrest Charge: | | : Digposltiea . ee ‘Bs. 
eae NEE EE = ine a act Ree ote ae 


e - oo oem 


Records of the Trenton Credit Association, 551 Atlantic” 
eahians ieerian, N.J», which covers Princeton, NeJe, contain only favorable 
information concerning VON NEUMANN and members of his immediate oa 


eae. | 
2/27/30 - Praffic Vie)stton a suspended senteni 6 | - 
11/21/31 - 3 * speeding - see eee 3 suspended sentence -s 7 ! ‘ 
dew - | 
3/18/35 | traffic violation suspended sentence * | 
4/8/ 38 traffic violation | fined $1.00 | 3 ! 
os . | 
4/21/38 speeding fined $10. and court costs 
| | 
Aigo traffic violation fined $1.00 | 
10/1 6/9 | _ motor vehicle violation fined $5. and court coats : 
| Mie PS a » reckless driving .. fined #2. and. court eet 4 
a 
t 
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ISCELLANEOUS — 


bane a previous aeeaicaie. tee. Oeemiiestion conducted in. 
1948, VON NEUMANN was interviewed concerning: BARGMANN at which | 
time he advised that BARGMANN .had been ‘his research assistant? for About. five 


years doing cane ace work in Solas rare ane that he nae inom Likes for 


ten yearse 2 . a. aes d 


s is noted that information Ronceming BARGMANN has beei 
furnished to the Atomic Energy Commission under the caption "VALENTINE j 
BARGMANN = 15= 76728". / 
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oy a! Dr. JOHN VON NEUMANN of Princeton University. Investigative repor g con~ 
, cerning GARRETT BIRKHOFF have been prea furnished ‘ to a Atomic oe . 
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Newark Confidential Informant T-2, of knom reliability, 
advised in July, 1950, that the Sed News Deutschland of July 13 announced 


that the Communist dominated German Academy of Science in Berlin, Soviet 
Sector, had elected two Americans as associate members. wWewark T-2 advise 


that one of these Americans was JOHANN VON NEUMANN Professor of athe : 
matics at Princetone. -: eae ee wee “eos ae 
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pent much time in Oak Ridge and particnu- 
“In this respect Mr, HENSON stated that VON. is 
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jresidence, ee =e as PU Oe RE er eee ne ee cances a ae 7 


erent adding thet ON NEUMANN ‘eso. has the general reputation of being the — 
20th century's greatest mathémtician. “Dr. ‘WEINBERG pointed out that although». 
“he does not regard himself’ as a close: ‘associate’ of the employ 
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the opinion, that the employee is one of the most violently anti-Russians he knows. 
« WEINBERG pointed out that nothing has ever come to his attention reflecting 

adversely on the employee from the standpoint of character, loyalty or associates 

adding that he believes VON NEUMANN @ loyal American, © — | ee 


~ . “ 


__ _DR. ALSTON S, HOUSEHOLDER, in“Ghargé*oecthaiethoeniis anel,. .. 
, . ORNL, advised that he has been professionally acquainted with the employee since 
about 1949. He pointed out that he has had very little social contact with the _- 
o t.4?, employee, therfore knows little concerning VON NEUMANN's ideological beliefs. Tr. . 
w= £"*"" HOUSEHOLDER indicated, however, that he considers VON NEUMANN ‘a loyal American, _ 
and @ person of unimpeachable character and associates in that he has never had 
information to the contrary come to his attention, 2 6 


_ 3 barod 


_... > DR, JACK MOSHMAN, Senior Statistician, ORNL, stated that in con= 
nection with the employee's consultant services with the Laboratory, he has had: : 
occasion during the past 3 years to work with DR. VON NEUMANN. DR. MOSHMAN said © 
#4 ...-. that his contact with the employee have been strictly limited to professional ones ~ 
@°% adding that nothing reflecting adversely on the employee's character, ‘loyalty, or 
a associates has come to his attention. He pointed out that DR. VON NEUMANN has 
‘. & reputation in the highest order in hi eee 


~~ 


Bloyee's office at Frinceton, New Jersey and not at the K-25 Plant. Mr. CROMER - 
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stated that it has been several years since he has seen the employee in (ak 
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_ NEUMANNs to be particularly intimate friends of hée- or his wife. - 
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California under date of October 2, 1943, reflects that he was born on December 
28, 1903, at Budapest, Hungary; that he entered the United States at New York - 
City on September 25, 1931, and that he became a naturalized citizen of the 
United States on January 8, 1937, at Trenton, New Jersey. This applicatioti* 
formreflects that hig father, MAX VON NEUMANN, was deceased at that time, and 
that his mother, MARGARET VON NEUMANN, a naturalized citizen of the United 


Stwtes, was at that time residing*in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.“ ~ 


— Dr. JORDAN CARSON MARK, Division Leader$@Theorettéal Physics , 
University of California, advised that he first met VOR NEUMANN and his wife 
about 1946’or 1947 and that he has worked rather closely with VON NEUMANN in © 
his position as consultant since that time. He further advised that -inasmuch 
as VON NEUMANN is administratively assigned as & consultant to the Theoretical ; 
Physics Division he has worked very closely with him whenever his services _— 


have been utilized by the Laboratory. He explained that Dr. VON NEUMANN usually | 


spends a total of three or four weeks a year at Los Alamos, but has in the past. 


performed ccnsiderable other work at his normal location of Princeton University. 


and under various contracts with the University of California. Dr. MARK further 
advised that he has been & fairly close social acquaintance of the employee and - 
his wife during a like period of time, and that they visit in each other's homes 


whenever convenient. He did not indicate, however, that he considered the VON | 


a wrk stated that in his opinion Dr. VON NEUMANN and his wife are 
individuals of unimpeachable character, and are entirely loyal to the United 
States and the democratic form of government. He has never known either of 
tem to entertain any sympathy for any foreign government or type of government. 
So far as he knows, the VON NEUMANNS do not have any close relative or parti- 
cular contact still residing in continental Europe. He added that the employee 
and his wife have at various times appeared to be quite "disturbed" about the 
threat of communism or communist domination in both Europe and the United 
States. He stated that they have always appeared to be completely opposed to 
any such political philosophy. i ae _ a, e ae ee ee 


ce* - 


Dr. MARK advised that the only organization that he has known VON cog, 


NEUMANN to be affiliated with is the American mathematical society which he. 7 


has served as president. He stated that other than himself, the VON NEUMANNS. 


bave particularly associated with Mr. and Mrs. STANISLAW ULAM and Mr. and Mrs. 


G. FOSTER EVANS at Los Alamos, and that to the best of his knowledge their . 


social acquaintances at Princeton University have been limited to their pro- . °. 


fessional collegues. . - —-. ee te ge teas Ti 


- 


pr. MARK informed that he is cognizant of the fact that ISRAEL* -° 2 


’ HALPERIN, a reputed Soviet espionage agent, was at one time a student of 


JOHN VON NEUMANN, but stated that VON NEUMANN has never indicated to him 
that he had any particularly close contact with HALPERIN, or that such 


association exceeded a normal professor-student relationship. He concluded . So 


Ou 


<i 
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~ 


‘that he considers VON NEUMANN to be thoroughly trustworthy in regard to confi- 


dential information, and that he would give him his highest recommendation for 
any position of trust. 


- Mr. JAMES L. TUCK,;*Physicist and:Group Leader, University of Calif- 
ernia, Los Alamos, recalls that he first met Dr. VON NEUMANN during the time 
that he was attending a scientific conference in England sometime in 1942, 
but that his contact with him there was very limited, and he has become much 
petter acquainted with him through 4 working relationship at Los Alamos and | 
Princeton University between 1944 and the present. He has had only a limited 
amount of social contact with him and is not acquainted with any of his relatives 
except his wife. He stated that Dr. VON NEUMANN and his wife are people of un- 
impeachable character, and that he has never had any reason to question their 
loyalty to the United States or the democratic form of government in any respect. 
He advised that they are both very intelligent individuals but that he has never 
known them to express more than a normal interest in political ideology or 
political questions. He has only known VON NEUMANN to be affiliated with pro- 
fessional organizations, and furthermore has only known him to associate with 
apparently responsible and loyal indivduals. ~ : Geese 2 Po 

Mr. TUCK definitely pointed out that VON NEUMANN is the actual origina- 
tor of much classified data and confidential information relative to experimental 
weapons, but stated that to the best of his knowledge and belief VON NEUMANN has 
always been very careful in the handling and protection of such classified in- 
formation. In this connection, he pointed out that VON NEUMANN and he were ..«: 
involved in an incident at Los Alamos, New Mexico, in August, 1953 which might 
be considered a procedural security violation, but stated that he does not 
consider that VON NEUMANN was actually responsible for this matter in any way. 
In describing the incident, he stated that Dr. T. H. JOHNSON, Director of the. 
Division of Research, AEC, Washington, D. C., and 4 Mr. ROBERT R. WILSON of 
the Livermore, California, Laboratory, arrived at Los Alamos on a Sunday in the 
forepart of August, 1953, upon very short prior notice. These individuals — 
desired to obtain the opinions of Dr. VON NEUMANN and Mr. TUCK relative to a 
matter in which Mr. WILSON was vitally concerned at that time. They explained . 
however, that Mr. WILSON could only spend a matter of a few hours at Los Alamos 
and that it had not been possible to furnish the AEC Security Officials at Los 
Alamos sufficient data for them to furnish the appropriate clearances and passes 
for admission to the restricted or working areas at Los Alamos. Mr. TUCK advised 
that there was no question in the mind of either Dr. VON NEUMANN or himself, but 
that Dr. JOHNSON and Mr. ‘WILSON were actually cleared for any informtion in 
connection with the AEC program, but that VON NEUMANN dig voice.an objection to 
discussing any such information on the Sunday at The Lodge, a public hotel at 
Los Alamos, and outside of the guarded or restricted areas where all confidential 
or classified work is normally performed. Mr. TUCK advised, however, that he | 
and VON NEUMANN eventually acquiesced and did enter into a discussion of such 
a matter in @ room at The Lodge because of the desires of Dr. JOHNSON andhis 
insistence that Mr. WILSON could not remain at Los Alamos until the following 
Monday. Mr. TUCK stated, however, that this discussion was commenced over the 


bid 
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aoe 
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object of Dr. VON NEUMANN, who appeared fully cognizant of the fact that such 
a discussion should not have been commenced outside of an appropriately 


guarded or restricted area. He further stated that neither he nor VON NEUMANN 


discussed their work or anything that was being done at Los Alamos, and that 
‘actually, in his opinion, the data which were discussed was not of a highly 
classified nature. He added that he is quite certain that VON NEUMANN has 
never made a practice of discussing any possibly classified information in 
hotel rooms or public places, and that he is normally very discreet and 
careful in his conversations. He concluded that in his opinion VON NEUMANN 
can be completely trusted with confidential data. © a i es 


Mr. NICHOLAS METROPOLIS, Group Leader, Theorectical Physics Division, 
University of California at. Loa Alamos,. advised that he has known and worked 
with VON NEUMANN to a considerable extent between 1948 and the present. He 
has also had considerable mcial contact with VON NEUMANN and his wife, and 
advised spefictally that he met YVONNE NEUMANN in Athens, Greece, in the Fall 
of 1952, and attended a Scientific Congress with them at Constantinople a 
few days later. At the conclusion of the Congress he returned to Athens with 
them, but YVONNE NEUMANN then went on to Rome and he did not have any further 
contact with them during that trip. He stated that neither during this trip, 
nor at any other time, has he ever known either Dr. or Mrs. VON NEUMANN to 
indicate that they presently have any close relative or particular contact 
at any place in continental Europe. He is cognizant of the fact that Mrs. 
VON NEUMANN has a sister residing in England, but is not acquainted with her 
in any way. 


_ Mr. METROPOLIS stated that both VON: NEUMANN and his wife are indivi- 
duals of unimpeachable character, and that they are absolutely loyal to the 
United States and the democratic form of government. He added that he is 
sure that both Dr. and Mrs. VON NEUMANN are ‘definitely anti-communist” in 
their political philosophy or ideology. He has known VON NEUMANN to be an 


active member of the American Mathematical Society, and the American Physical. . 


Society, but has never known him to be affiliated with any other organization. . 


He advised that the close associates of Dr. VAN NEUMANN appeared to be limited 


almost entirely to individuals with whom they have professional connections 
and that at Los Alamos he has known them to particularly associate with Mr. i 
and Mrs, STANISLAW ULAM and Mr. and Mrs. G. FOSTER EVANS, At Princeton Univer- 
sity he has known the VON NEUMANNS to be very friendly with Professor H. D. 
SYMTHE and with OSCAR MORGANSTEIN, both members of the faculty there. He 
indicated that he considers all of these individuals to be loyal and reputable 
citizens. A sti, ai a 2 ae a oe one - 

| Mr. METROPOLIS concluded that he has only known VON NEUMANN to be 
very careful and conscientious in the protection of any possibly classified 


information, and that he considers him to be entirely trustworthy with such 
information. 


Mr. BENGT G. CARLSON, Group Leader, University of California at 
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Los Alamos, advised that he has worked with or for VON NEUMANN during occasional 
short periods between 1948 and the present, but that he has had only very casual 
— outside or social contact with him. He stated that Dr. VON NEUMANN is a very 
% capable and responsible individual of good character, and that he hag never had 
any reason to question the loyalty of either he or his wife to the United States 
or the democratic form of government. He further advised that to the best of 
- his knowledge néither Mr. or Mrs. VON NEUMANN have any current contacts or 
relatives outside of the United States, and that they only associate with the 
most reputable individuals. He concluded that to the best of his knowledge _ 
Dr. VON pean can be entirely trusted with confidential information. 
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Mr. GEORGE FOSTER EVANS and his wife, CERDA LOUISE EVANS, Mathema- 
ticians, University of California at Los Alamos, advised that they have known 
Dr. VAN NEUMANN and his wife since about 1948. They have worked with the 
VON NEUMANNS at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Princeton University, aad. Los Alamos, 
jew Mexico, on several cccasions since that time. They nave also been quite 
close social friends and have frequently visited in each other's home. They 
- do not believe that either Dr. VON NEUMANN or his wife has any close relative 
presently residing outside of the United States except one sister and at least 
one nephew of Mrs. VON NEUMANN who presently reside in England. They advised 
7" that Mrs. VON NEUMANN has indicated that she and her husband are acquainted with 
| a few individuals that they believe to be still residing in Hungary, but that 
she has never indicated that they have ld any recent contact with such individuals. 


Mr. and Mrs. EVANS both stated that VON NEUMANN and his wife are en- 

tirely loyal to the United States and the democratic form of government, and 
Sandie that they are more pronounced in‘their statements indicating such loyalty 
es than the average citizen. They further advised that to the best of their 
knowledge all of the relatives of employee and his wife residing in the United 
States are very respectable people and are loyal to the United States. They 
have known VON NEUMANN as a former president of the American Mathematical 
Society and to be affiliated with the American Physical Society, but they 
have never known either VON NEUMANN or his wife to be affiliated with any 
other organization. Mr. and Mrs. EVANS stated that to the best of their 
knowledge all associates of VON NEUMANN and his wife have been entirely re- 
sponsible and loyal individuals. At Los Alamos they have known the VON NEUMANNS 
to most frequently associate with Dr. and Mrs. J. CARSON MARK, and with Mr. and 
Mrs, STANISLAW ULAM. They concluded that VON NEUMANN has always appeared to be 
very security conscious in qa ee conr densa acpi luaehree and cat ciara 
him to be ene caueeorey ae ype fae ee e : 


et tee 
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ow : Mrs. LoIs ILES, ee Oniversity of ‘California at. i oie _ 
advised that she has had some contact with Dr. VON NEUMANN during his visits 
and work at Los Alamos, but that such contact has been limited entirely to 
business and such matters as his accommodations and reservations. She stated 
that to the best of her knowledge he is a respectable individual and a loyal 
citizen. She further advised that during the visits of VON NEUMANN and his 
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wife to Los Alamos, they have only resided at the Lodge and never been furnished 
any type of private residential accommodations. 


NEIGHBORS AND ACQUAINTANCES 


At Los Alamos, New Mexico 


‘Mrs. ELSIE MARSH, Zia Coapany Soieine Office, savived that records 
of “that office do not reflect that the employee has ever been furnished any 
type of private residential quarters at Los Alamos. She advised that to the 
best of her knowledge, VON NEUMANN and his wife have ae le ae at The | 
Lodge during their occasional visits bie Los Alamos. : 


Mr. ROBERT E. CARAWAY, Manager, and Mr. ARNOLD SHOLD, Assistant, 
lanager, The Lodge, Los Alamos, each advised that he his known VOM: NEIMARK: 
and his wife as occasional residents at The Lodge during short periods of time 
over the last five or six years. Each stated that they have always conducted 
themselves in a very respectable manner and appear to be entirely responsible 
individuals. Each stated that he has never had any reason to question the 
loyalty of VON NEUMANN or his wife in any respect, and that ae eat appear 
to associate with the very "top" scientists at Los Alamos. 


Mr. STANISLAW MARCIN ULAM, Mathematician, University of Californias» 
at Los Alamos, advised that he first met Dr. VON NEUMANN during a trip he made 
to Poland in 1935, and that he has had considerable contact with him in the 
United States since about 1938. He explained, however, that within that period 
they have usually been affiliated with different Universities and his contact 
with VON NEUMANN has been only intermittent and somewhat limited to social 
visits whenever possible. He indicated, however, that he and his wife consider 
themselves to be rather intimate friends of vee on Mrs. VON NEUMANN. 


Mr. . ULAM stated. tlet Dr. VON NEUMANN and his wife are individuals of 
unimpeachable character and habits and that Dr. VON NEUMANN is a world renowned 
and respected mathematician. He stated that since he and his wife became 
naturalized citizens of this country, there has never been any question about 
their complete loyalty to the United States and the democratic form of govern- 
ment. He further advised that to his knowledge, Mrs. VON NEUMANN has one 
sister presently residing in England, but they do not have any other relatives 
or particularly close contacts outside of the United States. Mr. ULAM has 
known Dr. VON NEUMANN as a very active member of the American Mathematical 


. Society and the American Physical Society but has never known either he or his 


wife to be affiliated with any other organization. He also stated that in his 
opinion, both Dr. VON NEUMANN and his wife are “extremely conservative" in their 


political ideology and philosophy and they Pe ee been affiliated with any . 
possibly questionable organization. — 


In regard to the associates of Dr. and Mrs. VON NEUMANN, Mr. ULAM 
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stated that they have only associated with very reputeble, loyal citizens 
who are eminent figures in various scientific fields. He advised that he 
has frequently observed a professor of economics named OSCAR MORGANSTEIN 
to visit in employee's home at Princeton University, and indicated that 
to the best of his knowledge, MORGANSTEIN is an entirely respectable and 
loyal individual. He concluded that he definitely believes that Dr. VON 
NEUMANN can be entirely trusted with any confidential information or re- — 
‘stricted data and pointed out that he actually Originates a great deal of 
such data in the field of atomic energy. | 40s 


CREDIT ~ 


At Santa Fe New Mexico 
SE XL CO 


Mr. BERT BROWN, Manager, Merchant's Credit Service, which covers 
Los Alamos, New Mexico,, advised that the records of that agency do not con- 
tain any information relative to the employee or his wife. 


"CRIMINAL 
At Los Alamos, New Mexico . 
Sa Ce Ta Aaa achelha Dida 


The records of the Los Alamos Police Department were checked with 
negative results in that they do not reflect any criminal data relative to 
employee or his wife. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


At Los Alamos, New Mexico 
ee ee ALCO 


The files of the AEC Security Branch reflect that on August 10, 1953, 
information was furnished to the AEC by @ confidential source indicating that 
@ possible procedural security violation had been committed at Los Alamos on 
August 9, 1953, by Dr. T. H, JOHNSON, Director of Division of Research, AEC, - 
Washington, D. C.; Mr. ROBERT R. WILSON of the Livermore (California) Labora- 
tory; Mr. JAMES L. TUCK, and Dr. JOHN VON NEUMANN, in that they discussed ae 
possibly classified matter in a room at The Lodge, @ public hotel located _ 
outside of the restricted areas at Los Alamos, The files reflect that Mr... 
TUCK was Interviewed by AEC security officials an furnished information . 
corresponding to that attributed to him above and indicating that although © 
such a discussion was-held, it was not at the instigation, and in fact was- 
over the objection Of Mr. TUCK and VON NEUMANN. Instant files further reflect 


‘that VON NEUMANN was ‘also interviewed by AEC security officials; that he ex- 


plained the data that were discussed on that occasion, and stated that he had 
been reluctant to participate in a discussion of this nature on a Sunday and ©. 
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STANDARD PORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


" 
TO : MR. Ae He BELUOMY: uo? DATE: January 3, 1956 


Tolson 


FROM é UR. Re Re ROACH 


eee 

; / re oe //—/ Harbo 
SUBJECT: DR. JOHN VON NEUMANN) COMMISSIONER it ce acme 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION (AEC) : Resen 
ge = ore tet tt 
“ih Bryan LaPlant the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) Kr: Roe — 

advised Liaison Agent en. December 29, 1955, that tt had Gandy 

recently been discovered Dre Yon Neumann has a very 
ceeaiaal case of cancer. He is taking daily radtation treatments 


at Walter Reed Hospital. The cancer ts located in the shoulder 
area and has affected his equilibrium and motivation. He cannot 
walk without assistance. LaPlante stated that this condition was 
first discovered in August, 1955, and has progressed rapidly. 
LaPlante has talked to Dre Shields Warren of Boston who ts 
treating Von Neumann and from the conversation it is only a 

matter of time until the cancer will prove fatal. Dre Von Neumann 
- makes every effort to come to the office on each day but on 

- several occasions has had to be taken home. 


LaPlante stated this information ts only known to a 
he top people in the AEC and that no publicity at all hae been 
put out concerning ite 
ACTIONS 
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Scientific Research and Development : * 4. See 

The Hational Acadeny of Sciences, Washington, D. 6. 
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BR. ©, Adlior, Assistant Desn ef Faculty, Princeton University . . so 
L. P. Eisenhart, Head of Mathematics Departeent, Princeton University ; 
P, Kissane, Head of the Departzent of Civil Inginecring, Princeton Unive 
frank Aydelotte, Director of the Institute of Advanced Study, Princeton, *; 
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On 30 Novemoer 1943, this Agent exenined the fil 
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_ of Kew York at 67 Broadway, Kew York, hew York, to optain 
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the Office of Naval Censorship hed _: 
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Re: Interview with Mr. Yranv-X Kydelotte es eee 

On 4 December 1943, this Avent interviewed Mr. Frank Aydelotte, director. 
The Institute for Adverced Study, at hie office in Princeton, Few Jersey, to .........- zm 
obtain information relative to Bubdject. _ 2 7 ae 
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Aydelotte revealed that he had know SutJéct for the past 10 years and 255 
described him as a naturalized citisen, having been torr in Hungary in December .. “= —sm 
ef 1905 and coming to the United States aroun¢ 1930. He said Subject wes educated — 
at the University of Berlin and at the University of Zurich in Switzerland and ee 
had deen employed es an instructor in both of these institutions orior to his 22:4 
coming to Princeton University. Subject came to Frinceton in 1950 as a professor “ad 
of Mathematics and wae made a mecber of the faculty at the Institute for Advanced ~=y 


Study in 1933. He is presently employed in that rosition at a salary of 312,500 3% 
per SDnUusRe : Lote wt ” 
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Aydelotte stated that Subject was divorced frozs his first wife aroumi -:= = 

1937 and married his presert wife (Clera Yon Keurann) in Eungery in 1938. Tag 

. Ayfelotte continued that Clara Von Neumann is not a citizen, but he describe€ ~ = 
her as a loyel person who is anxious to complete her residence requirements in ~ =. 
order to be admitted to citizenship. 7 , 


(An examination of the records of the Princeton Police Departzent, 
Princeton, New Jersey, revealed a questionnaire filed by Ure. 
Yon Neumann, which set forth that she had lost her Hungrian 
eitisenship when she married an American citizen, and her . jee 
neturalisation proceedings were underway, final action pending .....24 
the completion of three years residence.) a Be et ae. 
Aydelotte 4id not know the extent of Mrs. Yon Neumann's fenily ties in Hungary = =: —s 
sut felt certain that they woulé not be strong enough to effect her loyalty to 9 ~* @ 
the United States or to effect Subject in his work for the United States Governsent.—=u 
AySelotte charecterised Subject as one of the most brilliant aathenaticiang s 
end physicistsin the world today, placing him next to Albert Einstein in this fie14. "= 
He eaid he had @ great cavacity for work and had constantly over & period of years <4 
made valuable contributions to the study of Matnenatics. Aydelotte cortinued that . —§ 
fer the past two or three years Subject had devoted all of Lie time to research ead = <2 
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- @evelopment of war instruments for the United States Government. He said he 


en this project. 


had deen eaployed by the Army at Aberdeen 
spends two or three days & week there. 


project for the Arny at the Institute for 


find time to undertake some 


evidenced any great interest in politics 


Subject hed a natural concern for a fore orderly world ryster and had ‘&labdorated 


with a Professor Morgenstern of the 
on a theory of econoatcs based on mathematical principles. Subjcct and Morganetern | 


are attempting to heve this 


He said about a year ago Subject had been 
employed by the Navy in some secret work and had spent sometime in Englanc while 
He said that Subject was presently engaged in a secret research —. 
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Aydelotte stated thet Subject wae primarily a scientist and had never — 
or social problens; however, he said 2g 
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Economics Department of Princeton University . as 


than 5 or 6 economists in the world would 


the Dook was largely a mathematical treatise. 


dn bis mind as to Subdject's loyalty. He said that Subject was Jewish by birth 
and certainly anti-Fascist. He thought he was more & liberal than a coneervative er 
but restated that hie interest was passive, anc he had never hed as muck as & oo 
ghort discussion with Subject on world politics of any nature. : 


theory published, but Aydelotte thought that fewer _ 
be able to understand it inacmuch as cog 
Aydelotte concluded by saying that there was absolutely no question ae 
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Study ie unnecessary. 
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Case No 11 — 613045 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE 


Subject: JOgN R. VOR MEUMAD 
P. 0. Box 1663 
Senta Fe, Hew Mexico . & we 


Re: Examination of Immigration and Naturalization Files 


On 29 Fovenbder 1943, the Rationality and Status Section of the Ixuxi gration 
an4 Naturalization Service, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, reported to this office 
the following information concerning Subjects 


Banc: JOCK R. VON KCUMARH 

Address: 20 Bayard Lane, Princetozr, Rew Jersey 

File Wo.s 2185 

Petition No.3 1776 

Bornt 28 Decender 1903, Budavest, Hungary 

Date of Entry: 26 January 1930 fros Hamburg, Germany 

Previous Residence: Budavest, Hungary 

Declaration of Intention filed: 21 December 1931 

Admitted to Citizenship: 8 January 1937 

Exployeds Princeton University Sevtezbder, 1931 - Avril, 1933 
Institute for Advanced Stuly, Avril 1933 

Children: Marina Yon Neumann, New York, New York. 
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| rieuts Curtis L. Clerk, 
P. 0. Box 1639, 
Santa Fe, pee Mexico. 


1. - Reference is mada to lettar from your office 19 Cctober 
lv4S inclosing a list of nine applicunts etartin- with Albert 
treneieAirch, keaference is also nade to teletype from this office 
dated a7 Cetobor 1943 clearing five nanes on the list. 

2. Inclosed Jjierewith is a summary of intormncion eoncernins 
Altert rrancie Birch. There was no record of him in hI! or FBI. 
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cetecn disclosed the followiur informations 
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.. Command report dated ]-l]Z-42 was sent to Office Provost Marshal 
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Von Neumenn wes born in Budanest, Hun 
1903, and on December 8, 1937, became a& United 
through naturslizetion at Trenton, New Jersey. 
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and in 1930 received his Ph.D Degree phe the’ University ae 


- Budapest. 
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In 1946 Von Neumann was investigated under an Internal 
Security - R classification, which investigation was closed by Newark 
renort dated May 23, 1946. He was also investigated as en Atomic 
Energv Act applicant in 1947, which resulted negatively as to 
derozatory inform: tion and was closed by Boston report dated 
Avril 29, 1947. | 
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To furnish information concerning the ‘captioned ind 
who is the subject of a letter dated November 1k, 1950, from the 
Department of Defense, Armed Forces eas a aa ae 


Instant letter from the Department of Defense ence ee 

additional information concerning three matters, the first of which > 

is as follows: 7 
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a. "Identities and political leanings or associations of - Be 
the persons in Switzerland with whom the cables and phone 
calls were exchanged. (P.7 NK "hid al 


The report of Special Agent Py 

May 23, 1946, at Newark, New Jersey, entit O on Newman, 5 
was., Internal Security - R, (NK file 100-30877) ," Was disseminated 2% 
to the Armed Forces Security Agency on October 11, 1950, according <23 
to a notation in the file. Information concerning point(a), ene “ 
was furnished by T-1 and was given as follows: ” i : ‘ 

‘i "Information furnished by Confidential Informant RE ee 
further indicated that Mrs. ClarasYor>Neumann, 26 Westcott Road, . 


- telephone calls to and from @ Dre ee re at bes BS 
Switzerland." a me 


War Department." 
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. iy aformati on: ehich was Resembled awa furnished to the ees 
Newark Office by Confidential Informant T-1 is set forth as follows 3u 
eccccceeethe subject also received a letter postmarked April 27, © 
1945, from 'Norbert W.! Instituo Nacional de Cardiologia, Calzanda -°-. 
de la piedad 300, Mexico, D. F., Mexico. This letter indicated that = 
the movements of Von Neuman were known in Mexico and it was indicated: 
that the presence of other scientists in the vicinity of Santa Pes ee 
New Mexico, was also known. Von Neuman was invited to visit Mexico | 
while he was in Santa Fe. In this letter ‘Norbert W.' stated that 

a (Doctor) Rosenblueth and Valliarta sent their regards to the ve 
subject. These two persons were associated apparently with ‘Norbert 
W.' at the NInstituo Nacional de la Cardiologia." oh 
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The Tel in this ee is the same source as that 
reflected above, 


c. Point c in the letter from the Armed re Security = 
Agency is as follows: “Information as to the maiden name ... 
of present wife and a a saat aa of her family 
in Hungary." _—o | tah ve aa YIU. 


Page six of the penant of special Agent ae ut 2 
that Confidential Informant T-l interviewed Dr. Fra yde otte, ae 
Director of the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton, New Jersey, 


and the following information was set forth as a result of this. .-i2g¢ 
interview. Aydelotte advised that the subject was divorced from his = 


first wife around 1937 and married his present wife, Clara Von  ~-250% 
Neumann, in Hungary in 1938. Adyelotte stated that subject's wife, = 
Clara Von Neumann, was not a citizen of the United States but he 4 
described her as a loyal person who was completing her residence = <4 


requirements.in order to be admitted to citizenship. Aydelotte oe 
did not know the extent of Mrs. Von Neumann's family ties in’ re 
Hungary but he felt certain that they would not be strong enough | 2 
to affect her loyalty to the United States or affect the subject 
in his work for the United States Government. (100-344686-) | 


RECOMMENDATION 
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file 116-1914-6, page nine, sets out information obtained from the ===> 
United States District Court Clerk's Office at Trenton, New Jersey, 
for Clara Von Neumann. However, the maiden name of Clara Von. .. Se 
Neumann is not reflected nor is any information set forth in the 
file which would reflect the Bea eis ia alee of her family in: 
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